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chapters beginning with one on "Art and Nature," M. Lechalas takes up 
certain special problems, where he shows, in an interesting manner, that 
art cannot be the reproduction of those sensations which connect us with 
an external world, for those sensations do not reproduce nature as it is. 
Hence the artist is obliged to portray nature other than she is, by studying 
mathematics, and suggesting rather than imitating the reality. This is the 
most interesting part of the book to students of the philosophy of the 
beautiful, especially the chapter on "Art and Mathematics." In this 
chapter, our author claims that there is a natural affinity between art and 
the sciences of number. He refers to the "rhythm of organic nature" 
and the relation of this phenomenon to the musical character of notes, 
words, and colors. His principle seems to be that the laws of sensibility 
are reducible to mathematical formulas — a position in which M. Lechalas 
is honest enough to say (p. 121) that there is incontestably a large part 
given to hypothesis ; but this is not a condemnation of this chapter, for in 
certain practical ways (in perfecting the technical foundation of an art like 
painting, ,;. g.) such a quest for mathematical exactness is not only a 
satisfaction to the intelligence, but also a positive gain to the teacher and 
student. In succeeding chapters, our author writes of the relations of the 
arts to each other, where he uses his mathematical theory to some extent ; 
of the function of curiosity in art ; and of the moral element in artistic 
productions — and all are edifying reading. If the book as a whole lacks 
system, it is not without original ideas, and it is written with a commend- 
able desire to preserve the dignity of art from the influence of demoraliz- 
ing standards. It might be questioned if Ruskin's Lamps of Architec- 
ture can be seriously considered as systematic a work on architecture, 
as our author seems to think it (p. 292). It is even doubtful if Ruskin 
thought specially of ' methodical exposition ' in his works at all. As a 
seer and prophet, Ruskin can be regarded, but hardly as a systematic and 
scientific thinker. The inferences drawn from ' The Lamps ' by M. 
Lechalas are, therefore, somewhat weakened. On the whole, these essays 
hardly deserve to rank on the same level as those of Guyau on the same 
subject ; at the same time, we should not omit to praise their serious pur- 
pose, high tone, and true appreciation of the beautiful. 

,. TT Henry Davies. 

Yale University. 
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